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Dear Staff and Families: 
 
While the Hyde Park Central School District does not have a confirmed case of novel coronavirus, 
COVID-19, within its school community, district officials are monitoring information from local, state and 
federal officials about the newly emerged virus. 
 
The State Department of Health has added the requirement for schools to close for 24 hours if a student 
or staff member attended school prior to being confirmed as a positive COVID-19 patient.  
 
If the district becomes aware that one of our students or staff members is diagnosed with COVID-19, we 
will notify staff and parents/guardians via School Messenger.  At this time, experts have not 
recommended that the district cancel or reschedule classes or other school events. 
 
We are preparing to meet the needs of our students and staff in the event the virus affects our 
community.  Meetings with all appropriate personnel are being held this week to review the following: 
Guidance Documents: 

 State Education Department and State Department of Health updated (March 9, 2020) Guidance 
to Schools Regarding COVID-19. 

 The NYS DOH School Pandemic Planning Checklist. 
 NYS DOH Interim Cleaning and Disinfection Guidance for Primary and Secondary Schools for 

COVID-19. 
 
For now, the most important thing you can do to protect yourself and your children is to follow the 
standard preventive practices for influenza.  There are a number of steps that students, staff and 
community members can take to minimize the spread of all respiratory illnesses, including COVID-19, 
according to the New York State Department of Health: 

 Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds.  If soap and water are not 
available, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer.  Heavily soiled hands should be washed. 

 Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth with unwashed hands. 
 Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 
 Stay home when you ae sick. 
 Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue, then throw the tissue in the trash. 
 Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces. 

It is important to note that exposure to COVID-19 can occur from any person-to-person contact and is not 
limited to a particular race or ethnicity. 
 
More information about COVID-19 is available from the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
at:  https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html. 
The State Department of Health also has information available on its website, including a coronavirus 
hotline:  https://www.health.ny.gov/diseases/communicable/coronavirus/.  
 
We appreciate your support of our district and will share more information as it becomes available. 
 
Sincerely, 
Greer Rychcik, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
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